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For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. Isaiah 9:6-7

A blessed Christmas welcome to all who gather in the house of
the Lord to sing praises to the newborn King, Jesus Christ, our
Savior. The members of St. Paul’s Adult Choir wish you
all a very blessed Christmas! Enjoy the singing and the
praises raised this morning. The choir invites you to share
Christmas refreshments following worship.

Please a moment to fill out the registration card found in the
pew rack. Thank you.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells
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Invocation and Call to Worship (please stand)
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In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Arise, shine, for your light has come!
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!

Let your light shine before others,
So that they may see your good works-

And give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
We proclaim the praises of him,

Who called us out of darkness-
Into His marvelous light!

onfession and Absolution

We draw near to our God to confess our sins. We do this
not only because it is commanded of us, but also because
He is the source of our life and salvation. We draw near
to God in full confidence knowing the source of our
forgiveness is found in Jesus; in His life, in His death,
and in His resurrection, that in Him we are redeemed.
Heavenly Father, I confess to you my selfishness,
my greed, and my failure to love You and to love
others as You have loved me. I have failed to live
according to Your will for my life, and in my acts,
words, and thoughts, I have sinned against You.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, my Lord, have mercy
on me and cleanse me from my sins.

He who 1s mighty has done greats things for you. So
rejoice, there is forgiveness for you in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, your Lord. In Him you are
forgiven. In Him you are made whole. In the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
(+) and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Collect of the Day

P Let us pray: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and
help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
(be seated)

Hygnn “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB #349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav'n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace  Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With Thy be - lov - ed name.
Public domain
Luke 1:39-56

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, 4 and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ¥ And when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. 4 And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the
Lord.”



46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, “and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the
humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; %° for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name. 59 And his
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has brought down
the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble
estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the
rich he has sent away empty. 5! He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 5> as he spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and
returned to her home.

St. Paul’s Choir
“Will We Know Him”
Price & Besig

Hymn “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB#379vs 1, 2,3
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
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come ye, O come____ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!




St. Paul’s Choir
“The Music of Christmas”
Joseph Martin

Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of
old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until
the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest
of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he
shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall
dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

5 And he shall be their peace.

Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB #361
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’'n.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.

Public domain



Hyrhnn “Away in a Manger” LSB #364
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I A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The Iit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
1 love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,

Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And  stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live  with Thee there.
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St. Paul’s Choir
“Of the Father’s Love”
Text: Aurelius Prudentius
Music: Barry Tally

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, ¢ who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him
the name that is above every name, 19 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, ' and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
1s Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Hymn “What Child Is This?” LSB#370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On  Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate Where ox and ass  are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing  hearts en - throne  Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing,;;
pierce Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her Iul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
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Hymn  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB#374
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar-y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an- gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask  the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All the plains were lit that night, All  the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - r1y!
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St. Paul’s Choir
“Little Drummer Boy”
Arranged by Jay Althouse
Luke 2:8-18

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. ® And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 1 And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news
of great joy that will be for all the people. ! For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 2 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” * And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” ' And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw
it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. 8 And all who heard it wondered at what
the shepherds told them.



1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in - spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.

Refrain —
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Hymn “Go Tell it on the Mountain” LSB #388
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!

1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si- lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone -ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;

Ay Refrain
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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St. Paul’s Choir
“Your Light Has Come”
Words and Music by Jon Paige

The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed

and Its Explanation (please stand)

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.

P What does this mean?

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of
the Father from eternity, and also true man, born
of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and
won me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, precious blood and with His
innocent suffering and death, that I may be His
own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead,
lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

Hymn “Joy to the World” LSB#387vs 1,2, 4

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture

plains Re - peat the sound-ing  joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
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(be seated)

Presentation of the Offering

Prayers
(After each portion of the prayers)
P Lord, in your mercy, C Hear our prayer.

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

All Owur Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Benediction (please stand)

St. Paul’s Choir
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“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”
Peter C. Lutkin

Closing Hymn “Silent Night” LSB #363
Verse 1 — Solo, Hilary Brech
Verses 2 and 3 — Congregation
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2 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep-herds quake at the sight; Glo - ries
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son  of God, love’s pure light Ra - diant
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stream from heav-en a - far, Heav'n-ly hosts  sing, Al-le-Iu - ia!
beams from Thy ho-ly face With the dawn of re-deem - ing grace,
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Christ, the Sav-ior, is born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
Je - sus,Lord, at Thy birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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Please hum an additional verse
Silent Prayer
(be seated)
Postlude

“Soli Deo Gloria”
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And the angel said
unto them,
Fear not, for behold
I bring you good tidings
of great joy,

which shall be
to all people.
For unto you

is born this day
in the City of David,
a Saviour,
which is
Christ the LORD.

Luke 2:10-11
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